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The Mexican Senate ratified President Vicente Fox Quesada's controversial nominee for attorney
general, Gen. Rafael Macedo de la Concha, by a surprisingly large margin of 93-15. Macedo was
the only Fox Cabinet nominee requiring congressional approval. His appointment was opposed by
human rights organizations, who were concerned about his failure to vigorously prosecute military
abuses during his tenure as chief military prosector (see SourceMex, 2000-11-29).
All votes against Macedo were cast by members of the center-left Partido de la Revolucion
Democratica (PRD). PRD Sen. Demetrio Sodi de la Tijera said his party did not have any personal
problems with Macedo but was concerned about the appointment of a military officer to a civilian
position. "The presence of the military and the poor justification for its involvement in activities
outside its jurisdiction undermine citizens' peace of mind and denigrate the army itself," the PRD
Senate delegation said in a statement.
The PRD opposition to Macedo was not enough to override strong unanimous support from Fox's
Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), the long-governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI),
and the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM). During his campaign for the presidency, Fox
consistently pledged to remove the armed forces from civilian law- enforcement duties, including
the campaign against drug trafficking. Fox reiterated that promise in a television broadcast in late
November, but said the changes could not take place until civilian law-enforcement agencies were
properly trained to assume the roles previously assigned to the army.
The weekly news magazine Proceso criticized Fox's logic, pointing to some instances where military
appointees had failed to fulfill their mandate in civilian posts. Proceso said the most prominent case
involved Gen. Jesus Rebollo, arrested for protecting drug traffickers during his tenure as director of
the Instituto Nacional para el Combate a las Drogas (see SourceMex, 1997-02-26). "In the past five
years, military prosecutors have failed in their duties of fighting crime and drug trafficking," said
Proceso.
But some political observers defended Macedo's qualifications to run the Procuraduria General
de la Republica (PGR). "Macedo was not appointed to the post because of his previous role as
military prosecutor, but as a graduate of the UNAM Law School who has experience in the field of
prosecution," columnists Virgilio and Enrique Andrade Palacios said in the weekly news magazine
Siempre.
The columnists said Macedo served as a presidential legal advisor, a judge, and a magistrate
before his appointment as chief military prosecutor. "In the last two presidential terms, the PGR
was an unstable institution because of constant changes at the top," said the Siempre columnists.
"This is because many attorneys general were political appointees without previous experience in
the procurement of justice." (Sources: Novedades, Siempre, Reuters, Associated Press, 12/07/00;
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Excelsior, 12/07/00, 12/08/00; La Jornada, Reforma, El Universal, 12/08/00; Proceso, 12/10/00; Milenio,
12/11/00)
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